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PCT/FR2003/001980 



I. Basis of the report 



1 . This report has been drawn on the basis of {Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to mi invitation 
under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to the report since they do not contain amendments.): 

| | the international application as originally filed. 

the description, pages 9 as originally filed, 

pages , filed with the demand, 

pages , filed with the letter of 

, filed with the letter of 



the claims, 



Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 



1-10 



, as originally filed, 

, as amended under Article 1 9, 

, filed with the demand, 

, filed with the letter of 

, filed with the letter of 



the drawings, 



sheets/fig 
sheets/fig , 
sheets/fig , 
sheets/fig 



1/4-4/4 



, as originally filed, 
, filed with the demand, 
, filed with the letter of 
, filed with the letter of 



2. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ 

the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 



I I the drawings, sheets/fig 



j "I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered 
1 — 1 to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 



4. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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PCT/FR 03/01980 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement • 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-10 



1-10 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. 



Citations and explanations 

Reference is made to the following documents: 

Dl: DE 195 42 906 C (BAYERISCHE MOTOREN WERKE AG) 14 

November 1996 (1996-11-14) 
D2: DE198 34 850A (DAIMLER CHRYSLER AG) 10 February 2000 

(2000-02-10) 

D3: EP-A-0 8 60 312 (BAYERISCHE MOTOREN WERKE AG) 2 6 August 
1998 (1998-08-26) 

D4 was not cited in the international search report. A copy 
of said document is attached. 



D4 



DE 43 30 411 



V.2.1 



Independent claim 1 



V.2.1.1 Novelty 

D2, which is considered to be the prior art closest to the 
subject matter of claim 1, describes 

a protective device with a panel forming the 
vertical limit between a region of the boot for 
receiving the roof and a second region for receiving 
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objects . 

The subject matter of claim 1 differs from this known 
protective device in that: 

the panel interacts with a first sensor, thereby 
enabling the roof to be folded, and with a second 
sensor, thereby enabling the boot to be closed. 

Consequently, the present application appears to satisfy 
the requirement of PCT Article 33(2), since the subject 
matter of claim 1 is novel over the prior art as defined 
in the Regulations (PCT Rule 64(1) to (3)). 

V.2.1-2 Inventive step 

j The problem that the present invention is intended to 

solve can be considered to be that of enabling the objects 

j placed in the boot of a vehicle with a folding roof to be 

protected during automatic closure of the boot. 

D2 is considered to be the prior art closest to the 
subject matter of claim 1. 

D4 describes a single sensor (Kontaktschalter 8) to 
prevent damage to the roof. 

However, to prevent damage to the objects placed in the 
! boot, a person skilled in the art would not fit the panel 

of D2 with a second sensor without an inventive step being 
involved. 

Consequently, the solution proposed in claim 1 of the 
present application appears to satisfy the requirement of 
PCT Article 33 (3) . 
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In^^Wonal application No. 
PCT/FR 03/01980 



V.2.1.3 Dependent claims 2 to 10 

Since claims 2 to 10 are dependent on claim 1 and contain 
alterations or improvements to the invention according to 
claim 1, they appear to meet the requirements of PCT 
Article 33 (2) to (4) . 
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